
A Soldier’s Story
Mark 15:16-41

An ordinary execution

For the centurion leading this execution detail, this began as a pretty ordinary day. Pick up a prisoner. Have a bit of fun with him. Escort him to the place of execution. Execute him. Just regular duties.

So, how is it that, by the end of this passage, this hard-bitten, professional soldier will look up at the body of the man that he has just crucified and say, “Surely this man was the Son﻿﻿ of God!”?
An extraordinary victim

Jesus would have been known to him. (cf Matthew 8) 

On his way to the cross he comforts those around him.

Crucified criminals always ended up cursing everybody and everything before they died. But not Jesus. 

He saw the sign over Jesus’ head.

He heard “the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocking him. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Christ,﻿﻿ this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” (Mk 15:31-32)
And when the earth shook and the sky turned dark – He was looking at Jesus.


