
Not Judge Judy
Mark 15:1-15

The characters and their concerns

The Priests – concerned to “finish the job”

Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 

Pilate – concerned for his job

Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?”

Politics as usual

47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 

“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” (John 11:47-48)
They don’t want him upsetting their city and undermining their authority so they manipulate the Roman authorities to get rid of him. 

Pilate doesn’t see Jesus as a threat, but neither does he want a riot. 

Power corrupts; and once a person has tasted it there is a terrible temptation to do anything to keep it. 

Barabbas – concerned for his life

7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising.
Jesus – concerned for our salvation

Jesus, the innocent one, died in place of me, the guilty one…

…according to God’s plan

22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2.22-23)


