
Tax Time
Mark 12.13-17

Caught between a rock and a hard place

13 Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. (Mark 12.13 )
The Herodians supported the Roman occupation.

The Pharisees opposed it.

Think of the pro- and anti- US factions in Iraq today.

Between flattery

14 They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 

and hypocrisy

Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” 

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. 

“Hypocrite” in Greek means an actor in a play. The people were playing a role, not being honest.

Show me the money!

Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 

Denarius = a day’s wage for a labourer.

“Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?” 
= Tiberius Caesar
Jesus’ multi layer answer

“they were amazed at him” because of his answer.


1. I’m not playing your games
2. The state has some authority in our lives

“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s,” means recognising that the state does have some authority in our lives. 
But Jesus also said, “Give to…God what is God’s.” There are limits to what the government can ask of us.

3. Realise whose image and name  you carry

We are made in God’s image (Gen 1.26-27)
Irrespective of race, gender, class, colour, ethnicity, ability or disability. 
We are called by his name (Is 44.5)
Those who have put their faith in him are also called by his name, they are his people. (1 Peter 2.9)

Give God his due – your whole self

· seek God’s direction in decisions 

· live in a way that honours his image

· don’t hide the fact that you carry his name 

