
Making Space For Strangers
Mark 11.12-21

One of the metaphors that the Bible uses to describe God is as a gardener.

(Gen 2.8-9; Is 5.2; Mark 12.1-5; Luke 13)
Like a gardener, God is looking for fruit.

“… I will bless you…and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Gen 12.2-3)

A barren tree (Mark 11.12-14;20-21)

Fig trees are a little strange - the figs appear before the leaves do. 
The tree looked like it should have fruit but it didn’t.

So Jesus disposed of it.

A barren temple (Mark 11.15-19)

The temple compound was huge. Wall = 30m (100ft) high. Circumference of wall = 1.5 km Main building = 56.1m (184ft) high, covered in gold, with gold spikes on the roof to stop birds from landing on it.  Stood higher than everything else in the city so you could see it from a long way off.

It was the centre of religious life, a military centre, a commercial centre.


But the commercial activity squeezed out the strangers.

The temple was beautiful and bustling with activity, but like the fig tree, it only had the appearance of life. It was actually barren, fruitless when it came to the reason it was there.
A barren church?

There is a great temptation for us, as church-going people, to believe that church is about us and our needs. 
We are here to bear fruit for God.

"The Church… does not exist for itself: It… exists for God and for the world that Jesus came to save." (Lesslie Newbigin)


