
On the way with Jesus
Mark 10.32-45

Last week we looked at Jesus’ call to the rich young ruler to “come, follow me.” This morning we’ll look at where he was going when he called that young man and what the call to follow Jesus means.

Three predictions of death

Mark 8.31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things…
Mark 9.30-31 … “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 

Mark 10.32-34 … “and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” 

Three responses of the disciples

Denial (Mark 8:32-33) 

32 … and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

Denial is usually our first response to anything that challenges the way we see things. 
Fear and lack of understanding (Mark 9:32) 

…they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 


Self interest (Mark 10:35-37) 

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said… “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” 

They just didn’t get it

Three sayings of Jesus

Lose your life to save it (Mark 8:35)

35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.
Jesus would say that your soul, and mine, is worth dying for. And he did.
Become last to be first (Mark 9:35)

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

Become a servant to be great (Mark 10:43)

43 …whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Jesus’ whole life was shaped by the cross. 
Take aways

We can’t follow Jesus if we’re not willing to walk the same path, and that path leads to a cross. (Gal 2:19)
Having a life shaped by the cross isn’t just about having your sins forgiven, it’s about living life as Jesus did, pouring yourself out for others and for God’s kingdom.

