
Helping and Hindering
Mark 9.33-50

Jesus’ team had ego problems. “34 …on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.” 

The aim of the game is not to get yourself voted MVP. The aim of the game is to move the kingdom of God forward, whether people notice what you’re doing or not.

Help the “insignificant” follow Jesus

37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me…” 

In the first century children were seen as “unformed adults,” “the least of all humans,” insignificant and unimportant.

Don’t hinder anyone in following Jesus

Not other ministries

38  … “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 

Jesus’ perspective is much broader. 40… whoever is not against us is for us.” Jesus’ definition of “us” is based on relationship to him, not other boundaries. 
Not any believer

 42 “And anyone who causes one of the least of these believers to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. 

There is no believer so “insignificant” that we are not responsible, as brothers and sisters, for their welfare. 
Not yourself

And we have to be aware of our own lives and committed to living wholeheartedly for Jesus ourselves. 
43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off, etc.… 
1. This is hyperbole, deliberately overstating the case. Jesus’ point is that the Kingdom of God is so valuable it is worth losing everything to be part of it.

2. This is figurative language. Jesus is not suggesting that we all indulge in self mutilation, but we need to be concerned for things that hinder our own walk with God. 
Jesus points out three areas that we need to be aware of as temptations to sin.

Not by action (hand)

The first danger zone is things we do. 43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. 
Not by location (foot)

The second danger zone is places we go. If your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. 
This includes virtual locations. 
Not by desire (eye)

The third danger zone is things we desire. If your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. 
A few words on hell

Jesus clearly teaches that our choices in the here and now have consequences on into eternity.  

Gehenna (the word translated as hell) was a valley just outside Jerusalem which had become the city dump. The constant fires of Gehenna became a way of talking about God’s destruction of all that was wrong about the world. 

Jesus is warning his disciples that even they could end up on God’s cosmic garbage dump. 
Take aways

1. Check your egos at the door

2. Look for ways to encourage those others would call “insignificant”

3. Spend more effort on your own lives than judging the lives of others

4. Remember that your actions have consequences beyond the here and now


