
Living From the Inside Out – 1
Living With God – Holiness
1 Pet 3:8-16
“Honour the Lord Christ as holy in your hearts.”

It’s never been easy to be a Christian.

“if you suffer for what is right, you are blessed.” (1 Pet 3:14) 
“keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.” (1 Pet 3:16) 
“Do not fear what they fear﻿; do not be frightened. Honor the Lord Christ as holy in your hearts.” (1 Pet 3:15)
The way to deal with the pressures of the outside world is first to make sure your inside world is pointed in the right direction.
Locating your “heart”

When the Bible talks about your heart, it means the centre of your being, what you value, what you choose.
“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” (Prov 4:23) If you get your heart right then everything else will flow in the right direction from that. 
What’s in your heart?

So, what lives in your heart? What is at the core of your being? Is it money, or your career, or a particular person? 
“Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts” (Ezekiel 14:3)
When we put anything, other than God, first in our lives it becomes an idol. It may be a good a thing in itself, it usually is, like our job or our family, but if it takes over God’s place at the centre of our lives, it becomes an idol. 

Honouring Christ in your heart - holiness
In the Old Testament book of Leviticus God says again and again, “be holy because I am holy.” The Bible expects that God’s people will reflect God’s character because he lives in their midst. 
That’s what holiness is, the living God shaping your life because he lives in your heart.
Making it work
So how do we go about honouring Jesus as holy in our hearts?

1. Ask the Lord to show you your own heart. (Ps 139.21-22)

2. Deal with what he shows you. If it’s something wrong, than agree with God that it’s wrong (confession) and turn away from it (repentance) and ask God for his grace to do that.

3. If it’s something good in the wrong place then you need to rearrange the furniture in your heart so that Jesus is first.

4. Ask the Lord to keep you aware of your own heart. The best way to do that is to give him some time every day to speak to you. 
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