
Leaving the past behind
Phil 3:1-14

The past can have lots of good stuff in it

Paul had reason to be proud of his past
His ethnic heritage

“circumcised on the eighth day.” 
“of the people of Israel.” 
“of the tribe of Benjamin
“a Hebrew of Hebrews.” 
His religious heritage

“In regard to the law, a Pharisee.” 
“persecuting the church.” 
“faultless.” 
(“Legalistic righteousness” is probably too negative a translation. Paul was a God fearing, law abiding Jew, and that wasn’t a bad thing.)

Paul had an impeccable ethnic heritage and an impeccable religious heritage. His “roots” ran deep.
But our future doesn't lie in the past

Paul set his past aside 

The good stuff

“7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.”

And the bad stuff

“8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ…”
“skubala” means more than just “rubbish”


Our future lies in knowing Christ today

“10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.” 

Life is best lived looking forwards, not backwards

“…I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Paul wasn’t looking back, he was looking forwards.

It doesn’t matter if your past is something you’re proud of or ashamed of, leave it in the past. The key to your future lies in knowing Christ in the present.


