
Gone!
Mark 16.2-8

What makes Easter different?

Lots of people were crucified in the ancient world. What makes Jesus’ crucifixion different?

Mark 16.6, “He is risen! He is not here.” 

Not just a missing body

Despite what some authors say, the body was gone.

Not just visions of a dead person

The messenger said, “he is risen.” A better translation is “he has been raised.”  (Acts 4:10, Acts 5:30, Romans 8:11, Romans 10:9)

For Peter, the resurrection proves that Jesus was and is who he claimed to be, that he was, and is, God’s solution to the problem of sin. (Acts 2.36)

In the Bible “resurrection” is not about some kind of spiritual existence after death. It’s about being physically raised from the dead in a redeemed body to live in a redeemed creation at the end of history. (Rom 8:29, Col 1:18, Rev 1:5) 

The body was gone because Jesus had gone through death and come out the other side with a new, redeemed body.
But a whole new way of living

The messenger tells the women that Jesus has gone ahead to Galilee and that they and the others are to follow him there.

The same call applies to us. Jesus has gone ahead of us and he calls us to follow him. 

