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We’ve all messed up (3.9-18)

In the first three chapters of Romans Paul builds a case, much like a lawyer would do, to show that everybody is far from God, This is his closing argument.

How do we set things right? (3.19-20)

Maybe I could get a plea bargain 

19 Now, we know that everything in the Law applies to those who live under the Law, in order to stop all human excuses and bring the whole world under God’s judgement. 
(See also James 2.8-11)
It doesn’t matter if I only break the law in one place. It’s still broken.

Maybe if I just tried to do better from now on

20… no one is put right in God’s sight by doing what the Law requires

I don’t get brownie points for doing what’s right. 
We don’t; God does (3.21-26)

God has a way to set people right (3.21-22)

21 But now God’s way of putting people right with himself has been revealed. It has nothing to do with law, even though the Law of Moses and the prophets gave their witness to it. 22﻿God puts people right through their faith in Jesus Christ. 

We are not self-righting people! We cannot turn ourselves right side up. 


It’s for everybody (3.22-23)

God does this to all who believe in Christ, because there is no difference at all: 23﻿everyone has sinned and is far away from God’s saving presence. 

… because it’s everyone’s problem. 
And it’s free (3.24) 

That’s why everybody receives it the same way, as a free gift. 

Wait a minute; what’s the catch? (3.25-26)

How is it free?

 ﻿25-26﻿God offered him, [that is, Jesus] so that by his blood he should become the means by which people’s sins are forgiven through their faith in him. 

How is it fair?

God did this in order to demonstrate that he is righteous.  
In this way God shows that he himself is righteous and that he puts right everyone who believes in Jesus.

“What kind of God would require a sacrifice for sin? A just and holy God. What kind of God would give himself as that sacrifice? A gracious and loving God.”

In Christ’s death on the cross, God’s justice and holiness meet his love and grace, and all of them are fulfilled.


