
Christians and Caesar’s War
Rom 12:9-13:10

What do we mean by “Caesar’s War?”

 “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” (Mark 12.17)
As Christians we live in two kingdoms, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Caesar. The problem is that Christians disagree on what is Caesar’s and what is God’s.

War is a “normal” thing for “Caesar”( the state) 

“You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen,..” 
There is no such thing as a “Christian War”

My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place. (John 18.36) 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. (2 Cor 10.3) 
How do we relate to “Caesar’s War?” 

When our local Caesar (the Government of Canada) goes to war, how do we respond as citizens of both kingdoms?

Historically, Christians have taken one of two paths.

Non-involvement (Rom 12.9-21)

People who choose the path of non-involvement in war would focus on the first half of this passage where Paul talks about… 

Hating evil (12.9)
Not the same as hating evildoers. 

Not repaying evil (12.17-19)

Revenge and retaliation are not an option. 1 Pet. 2:23 describes Jesus this way, "when they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats" 
Overcoming evil (12.20-21)
You can decrease the net amount of evil in the world by doing good to those who hurt you. 
Involvement, with limits (Rom 13.1-10)

Another approach emphasises the second half of this passage.

Governments are called to restrain evil (12.19 & 13.3,4)
One of the roles of government, according to the Bible, is to reward good and punish evil. Paul says that this is one of the ways that God maintains order in the world. 
The “Just War” approach

The goal of the war must be to restrain evil
The force used must not be more than necessary
Must distinguish between fighters and civilians. 
Two options

1. Citizenship is in the Kingdom of Heaven and we live in the world as resident aliens.

2. Responsibilities as citizens of the world as well as the Kingdom.

Both approaches have their problems. 
This is an issue of conscience. 

