
To obey or not to obey, that is the question.
Eph 6:1-9

What does it mean to have authority?

People in authority have responsibilities before God

In the Old Testament the king was not an absolute ruler, he acted as God’s representative. (Deut 17:18-20) 
One of the key things that we learn about God in scripture is that he acts to protect the vulnerable. (Ps 146:9; Prov 15:25)

One of the most important is to protect the vulnerable
When leaders don’t protect the vulnerable, they come under God’s judgement. (Isaiah 1:23-26) 
When they abuse their power, in God’s eyes they lose their position (Ezekiel 34:1-10)

I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them. (Ex 34:10)
According to God, authority or power is given for a purpose. The purpose of the kings of Israel was to care for the people. When they abused their position to serve themselves rather than those they were called to care for, God removed them. They were no longer kings. 


What about obeying parents?

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”﻿
This is not a blanket command to children
The context is talking about mutual submission (Eph 5:21). 
And Paul puts the whole thing in the context of each person’s relationship to the Lord. Children, obey your parents in the Lord. Our relationship to Jesus shapes every other relationship, including parent/child.

Parents have authority in their children’s lives in order to care for them, so that “it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”
But, just like the kings of Israel, when parents abuse their authority, they lose it. God no longer sees them as parents.
And there’s a command for parents too
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 
Don’t make your children angry. Don’t demean them, embarrass them, or tell them they’re stupid or ugly or that they’ll never amount to anything. 
With the authority of a parent comes the responsibility to bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 
Wrap up

Authority always comes with responsibility for the well-being of the people you have authority over. When parents, or teachers, or any other authority figure abuses their authority, they lose it in God’s eyes, even if no-one else knows.

