
Living From The Inside Out – 4
Living in Society – Justice
Micah 6:1-8

God goes to court against his people

Calling the court to order (v1-2)

“What have I done to you?” (v3-5)

“Do we need to get more religious?” (v6-7)

“You know what to do.” (v8)

He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

What the Lord requires of us

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with [our] God. 

What does God ask of us when everything is changing around us, when the poor are getting poorer and when vulnerable people are being trodden underfoot?

Act Justly (Do Justice)

Biblical justice is different from Western justice.

The Western model of justice 

· Impartial “Equal before the law”

· Scientific “Just the facts ma’am”

· Retributive “Make the punishment fit the crime”

Biblical justice

About creating community
About enabling people to live in peace and harmony
About right relationships
Everyone will sit under their own vine and under their own fig tree, and no one will make them afraid.” (Micah 4:4)
This kind of justice is something that is very close to God’s heart. (Deut 10:17-19; Ps 9:7-10; Is 59.15-16)

Love Mercy

Mercy grows out of justice. 

8 And the word of the Lord came again to Zechariah: 9 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. 10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each other.’ (Zech 7.8-10)

Walk Humbly with God
Take aways

1. Doing justice is part of our calling as people of God

2. Doing justice is often costly

3. Doing justice will usually put you on the same side as the vulnerable and marginalised in society

4. That’s a good place to be, because God is there too

