Bearing fruit together
John 15.1-17

God is a gardener, looking for fruit

One of the major images that the Bible uses for a successful life is fruitfulness. (Psalm 1, Luke 3.8-9, Matt 7.15-20)

Images of Fruitfulness

The vine (John 15)

Jesus, the true vine

“I am the true vine….” One of the ways that the Old Testament talks about Israel as the people of God is by comparing them to a vine. (Ps 80.8-9,14-17)

All God’s purposes for Israel are focussed in Jesus. 

God, the gardener

…and my Father is the gardener.

We, the branches

There is no space for dead wood. 

Even living branches get “cleaned.” …every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful… 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you.”

It is physically impossible for a branch of a vine to remain in the vine without it also remaining with the other branches. 

The tree (Rom 11)

In Romans 11, Paul reminds the non-Jewish believers that they are like branches from a wild olive tree that have been grafted into a cultivated tree. 

The field (1 Cor 3)

Paul writes to the Corinthians, 5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? … 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. ….9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field...

Practises of Fruitfulness

“What can we do as a community of faith to put ourselves in a place where God can change us, and make us more fruitful?”

Planting

Dropping seeds of ideas into conversations and relations 

Watering and Fertilizing

We all teach in one way or another, by what we do or don’t do, say or don’t say. 

Digging

We need safe places in our community where people know that they’re loved, where the hard ground of our lives can be disturbed so the light of God can get in.

Being grafted

Only God can graft new believers into the vine. But we can make the effort to make space for them.

Being pruned/cleaned

It is God who prunes and cleans the branches. But we can pray, put ourselves in the place where God can speak to us and direct us about our lives and things he wants to clean up.

