
Doing Life Together 2 – Shining Together
John 17.20-26

Jesus’ only prayer for the church

Jesus was a person of prayer. He often got up before dawn to spend time with his Father. (Mark 1.35) 
He prayed before decisions. (Luke 6.12-13) 
He prayed at major crises in his life. (Mark 14.32-52)

He taught others to pray. (Matt 6.9-13)

But this is the only time he prayed for the future church – for us.

Was that we be one

The only prayer we have record of where Jesus prays for the church, he prays one thing for us. He prays 21 that all of them may be one,

He says elsewhere that we will have issues to deal with (Matt 24 and 25.) But that isn’t what he prays about for us.

As he and the Father are one

God’s intention for us is to live in community and harmony, because that is how he lives. Jesus prays, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 
God is the ultimate model of community. A community that is completely one, but which also includes diversity. 
This is the challenge of doing life together. How do we build community while maintaining our own identities as individuals? 

So that the world would be drawn to God

21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
Jesus wants us to live together in unity so that the world will believe in him. That means our unity has to be visible.

Jesus talks about this as his “glory.” 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23 I in them and you in me.

The glory of God is who he is at his core, his character.  (John 1.14)
The glory of God shone out from Jesus as he lived out his ministry because he was at one with his Father. (John 5.19)
Jesus’ glory shines out of us when we are sharing our lives together as a community, drawn together by him. (Ps 133)

23 …May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

God has always revealed himself through a community. (Deut 4.5-8; Isaiah 55.5)

This is our calling as the people of God, to let God’s glory shine out from us as we live together in unity, so that the world will know that Jesus is Lord.

