
Doing Life Together 1 – Called Together
Eph 4.1-6

We are called together

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 

This addresses to a community. The “you”’s are plural. So what Paul is actually saying here is, As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge y’all to live a life worthy of the calling y’all have received. 
This is something that we receive together. We are called together.
Our calling shapes our life together

When we respond to God’s call to follow Jesus, we are called into community. The Bible knows nothing of solitary Christians. Solitariness and isolation are the results of sin. (See Genesis 1-3)
When we come to faith in Christ he calls us together into a community of faith that reflects the unity of God himself. 
So keep the unity of the Spirit 

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”
We don’t build unity. We are told to “keep the unity of the Spirit.” Unity, or community, in the church is something God creates (verses 4-6). 


By making every effort

We don’t create our unity, our life together… but we can break it. Which is why we are encouraged to “make every effort” to “keep” our life together, to safeguard it, to make sure we don’t break it. 
Through the bond of peace

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” 

We can safeguard our life together by being humble enough to consider that the other person might actually be right and that we might be wrong. 

We can safeguard our life together by being gentle. Even if we are convinced that we are right and that the other person is wrong, we can still treat them with respect and gently seek to explain why we believe one way rather than another. 
We can safeguard our life together by being patient. We don’t have to all agree on everything this week. 
And we can safeguard our life together by bearing with one another, holding ourselves in check and not taking offence. 


