
Unexpected Friends
Mark 15.42-16.8

Jesus’ friends weren’t around for his burial.
Jesus’ funeral

Was an act of compassion…

42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 

22 If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to death and his body is hung on a tree, 23 you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same day, because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s curse. You must not desecrate the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance. (Deut 21.22-23)
And an act of courage…

Joseph was not a family member. He didn’t have to get involved with someone who had just been executed as an insurgent.

It took courage for Joseph to identify with Jesus in his death. It still takes courage to identify with Jesus.

By one of his “enemies”

Joseph was a member of the council that condemned Jesus, one of the “bad guys.”


No “good guys” and no “bad guys”

We can’t afford to divide the world into “good guys” and “bad guys.”

Because “the ground is level at the foot of the cross”
It doesn’t matter who you are or what you’ve done, we’re all equal at the foot of the cross. Jesus meets us where we are. Wherever that is. 
Because we don’t know who God is working in 

It’s easy to see people as threats to be wary of instead of people that God is working in. c.f. Paul in Acts 9.
We can’t write off anybody as “enemies of the gospel.” They may not like Christians but “We don’t preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord.” (2 Cor 4.5) Jesus said “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” (John 12.32)

Take aways

1. The cross of Christ has a strange drawing power that can make friends out of enemies. 
2. We don’t know how God is at work, or whom he is at work in. Be open to his work in others.

3. The ground is level at the foot of the cross, and we are all equally sinners in Jesus’ presence. You can choose to follow him today and he will call you his friend.


