
Priorities
Mark 12.28-34

“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 

Not a trick question this time.

First things first

Love God first

29 “The most important one,” [the top priority] answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ (Deut 6.4-5)
People usually prefer to quote Jesus’ second priority, “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 
Love is as love does

In the Bible, love is first and foremost something you do, before it’s something you feel. 

“Love is not a feeling. Love is an action, an activity…. it is correct to say, 'Love is as love does'.” (M. Scott Peck)
(See Deut 4:37; Deut 7:8) 

Second things second

31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ (Lev 19.18)

Love your neighbour

It is perfectly possible for people who do not love God to love their neighbour. However, Jesus would say that it is simply not possible to love God, and not love your neighbour.  
As yourself

“Love is as love does.” Most of us do OK at providing ourselves with food, clothing, etc.

Everything else in its place

33 To love [God] with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

Take away
It’s easy for us to get our priorities wrong.

Putting religious activity first.
Even putting others first.

The order Jesus calls us to follow is; God first, others second, everything else after that. 

